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The Kansas-Nebraska Act
Directions Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the paragraphs.

Write each word on the correct line.

Since California joined the Union, its 1. ____________________ had grown a 

good deal. Thousands of people traveled to the West by 2. ____________________

on a long journey.

The railroads 3. ____________________ cities throughout the East. Businesses 

used them to 4. ____________________ their goods. Farmers were able to bring 

their 5. ____________________ to market by railroad. People 6. ____________________

more safely than ever before. Congress members discussed possible 

7. ____________________ for a coast-to-coast railroad, but they could not agree.

Northerners had to deal with the problem of building a railroad through Nebraska,

which was not an organized 8. ____________________ . Stephen Douglas wanted 

to organize the territories of 9. ____________________ and Kansas. In a plan 

called popular 10. ____________________ , the residents of each territory could 

choose to enter the Union as a slave state or a free state.

Passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act caused many 11. ____________________

among political parties. The 12. ____________________ between slave states and 

free states continued to grow.

In 1854, Democrats, Free Soilers, and 13. ____________________ Whigs met 

and formed the Republican Party. This new party wanted to take a clear stand on 

14. ____________________ . The party wanted to repeal the 15. ____________________

Slave Law and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

Word Bank

conflicts

connected

covered wagon

Fugitive

Nebraska

Northern

population

produce

routes

ship

slavery

sovereignty

tension

territory

traveled
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